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WOULD AMEND MARKETING ACT 


To Make Canning Crops Subject to Provisions of 
Orders Section 


A bill (H. R. 6208) to amend the Agricultural Marketing 
Agreement Act of 1937 to make orders pursuant to this Act 
“applicable to any agricultural commodity or product,” was 
introduced on May 5, by Chairman Marvin Jones of the 
House Committee on Agriculture. This coverage of all com- 
modities is in line with recommendations of the Secretary 
of Agriculture and has been urged by the American Farm 
Bureau Federation. 

The Jones bill would strike out the section of the present 
Act which now limits application of the Act to “milk, fruits 
(including pecans and walnuts but not including apples 
and not including fruits, other than olives, for canning), 
tobacco, vegetables (not including vegetables, other than 
asparagus, for canning), soybeans, hops, honeybees and 
naval stores”. The substitution, appearing in the Jones bill, 
is as follows: 


“Orders issued pursuant to this section may be applicable 
to any agricultural commodity or product thereof, or to any 
regional, or market classification of any such commodity or 
product, provided that in no event shall such orders apply 
to apples except apples produced in the States of Washington, 
Oregon, and Idaho.” 


Board of Directors Meets May 18 


A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Association will 
be held in Washington beginning May 18. In advance of this 
meeting, there will be meetings of the Administrative Council 
and committees on Simplification of Containers, Labeling, 
Legislation, Social Security, and Economic Research. 


“Processes for Non-Acid Canned Foods” Revised 


The fourth edition of “Processes for Non-Acid Canned 
Foods in Metal Containers”, Bulletin 26-L, has been mailed 
to members of the Association. Additional copies are avail- 
able for members who desire them. 

Changes that have occurred in canning procedure, and new 
information contributed through experimental work of the 
Research Laboratories, have made necessary the publication 
of a new edition of this bulletin. The third edition was 
published in 1937. 


Wage-Hour Bill Comes up Monday 


Chairman Norton of the Committee on Labor informed the 
House last Monday that she will request action on the Norton- 
Thomas amendments to the wage and hour law on Monday, 


May 15, by moving to suspend the House rules and pass the 
bill as reported. The motion, to carry, requires a two-thirds 
vote and precludes the offering of amendments. 


Following an explanation of the bill presented to the House 
on Thursday by Chairman Norton, she admitted on question- 
ing that such terms as “urban area”, “terminal establish- 
ment”, and “transportation center”, which are contained in 
the agricultural sections of the bill as amendments to the 
“area of production” exemption, will have to be defined by 
the Administrator of the Act. 


INQUIRY ON EXEMPTIONS 


Wage-Hour Law Counsel Replies to Question on 
“Area of Production” Definition 


In the new definition of “area of production” issued April 
20, by the administrator of the Wage and Hour Division, it 
is stated that the exemption from the wage and hour pro- 
visions of the Fair Labor Standards Act, applies to employees 
of an establishment “which obtains all of its products” from 
farms within a distance of ten miles. 


As many canners pack more than one product, sometimes 
packing two fresh fruits or vegetables at the same time, and 
in other cases packing different fresh fruits or vegetables in 
sequence as the growing season for the various commodities 
progresses, it is possible that a canner would obtain all of 
ene product from within the ten-mile radius, but would not 
obtain others within this area. 


On behalf of a State canners association, the National 
Canners Association asked the Wage and Hour Division: 

“Does the phrase ‘all of its products’ apply: (1) to the 
complete line of fresh fruit and vegetable products canned 
in one establishment during a year, or (2) to each product 
as it is processed in sequence as the season progresses, or 
(3) to each individual product, when more than one item 
is canned at the same time?” 


In response to the inquiry, the office of the general counsel 
of the Division replied: 


“It is our opinion that if in one season a canner cans 
products which come from within ten miles, his employees 
are, for that season, within the ‘area of production’ as that 
term has been defined, whether or not in other seasons he 
cans only products which come from within such a radius. 
In other words, the exemption may apply during one season 
although it does not apply during other seasons. 


“On the other hand, if the employees can different products 
at the same time, some of which come from within ten miles 
and some of which come from beyond that radius, it is our 
opinion that such employees are not employed within the 
‘area of production’ as that term has been defined.” 
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SECOND REORGANIZATION PLAN 


Fisheries Transferred to Interior Department— 
Foreign Services Consolidated 


Regrouping of functions of a number of regular depart- 
ments, integration of foreign commercial, agricultural, and 
diplomatic activities under the State Department; and aboli- 
tion of five agencies, as proposed in the President's second 
major reorganization plan submitted May 9 to Congress, will 
become effective within 60 days as the result of Senate action 
on May 12. A resolution to disapprove the plan was reported 
adversely by the Senate Committee and the resolution was dis- 
approved by the Senate without a dissenting vote. 


The Bureau of Fisheries would be transferred from the 
Department of Commerce to the Department of Interior. 
Foreign services of the Departments of State, Commerce, 
and Agriculture, would be consolidated under the State 
Department. The Secretaries of Commerce and Agriculture 
would determine the character and scope of the investigations 
on commerce, trade, and agriculture to be made by the foreign 
service, whose reports would be transmitted to these two de- 
partments through the State Department. The compilation, 
publication, and dissemination of information so collected 
would continue to be done through the Departments of Com- 
merce and Agriculture. 


The plan proposes to abolish the National Bituminous 
Coal Commission; the National Emergency Council, except 
its radio and film activities, which would be placed under the 
new Federal security agency; the Codification Board; the 
virtually defunct war-time offices of the director general of 
the railroads; and the War Finance Corporation. 


Among other major transfers recommended are the fol- 
lowing: 

Rural Electrification Administration, an 
agency, to the Department of Agriculture. 

Bureau of Insular Affairs from the War Department to 
the Department of Interior. 

Bureau of Lighthouses from the Department of Commerce 
to the Treasury Department to be consolidated with the 
Coast Guard. 

Inland Waterways Corporation from the War Department 
to the Department of Commerce. 


independent 


The first reorganization plan, approved by the House last 
week and thus becoming law June 24, placed the Budget 
Bureau directly under the White House and created three 
new agencies to handle public works, lending, and welfare 
activities of the government. 


Water-Pollution Bill Reported to House 


The Barkley water-pollution bill (S. 685), providing for a 
Division of Water Pollution Control in the Public Health 
Service to plan for prevention of water pollution and to 
encourage State activities by a system of Federal grants 
and loans, which was passed by the Senate on May 1, was 
reported favorably to the House by the Committee on Rivers 
and Harbors on May 10. 


A Good Date to Keep! 


In the June issue of Woman's Home Companion, Mrs. Nell 
B. Nichols has included a recipe from the Association's 
Service Kitchen. It is found in her June Food Calendar, 
page 59, and is listed for the 28th day. 


BROKERAGE COMPLAINT ISSUED 


Federal Trade Commission Starts 
Against Modern Marketing Service, Inc. 


A group of dealers buying and selling foodstuffs and gro- 
ceries through the medium of Modern Marketing Service, 
Inc., of Chicago, and formerly through Red and White Cor- 
poration, have been served by the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion with a complaint alleging violation of the brokerage 
section of the Robinson-Patman Act. 


Respondents named as sellers are Diamond Match Com- 
pany, New York; Morton Salt Company, Chicago; Quaker 
Oats Company, Chicago; Ralston-Purina Company, St, Louis; 
Wesson Oil and Snowdrift Sales Company, a subsidiary of 
Wesson Oil & Snowdrift Co., Inc., New Orleans; Standard 
Rice Company, Houston, Tex., and Procter & Gamble Co., 
Cincinnati. 


Respondents named as buyers are S. M. Flickinger Com- 
pany, Inc., Buffalo; Julliard Cockcroft Corporation, Watson- 
ville, Calif.; Laurans Brothers, Inc., New Bedford, Mass.; 
West Coast Grocery Company, Tacoma, Wash.; H. O. Wooten 
Grocery Company, Abilene, Tex., and Nash-Finch Company, 
Minneapolis. 


The announcement of the Commission regarding the com- 
plaint is as follows: 


“The seller respondents are described as being representa- 
tive of a large class of manufacturers, processors and pro- 
ducers selling foodstuffs, groceries and allied products to the 
buyer respondents and other buyers through the respondent 
Modern Marketing Service, Inc., as intermediary, and as 
being too numerous to be individually named as respondents 
y nas before the Commission without inconvenience and 

elay. 


“The complaint alleges that the buyer respondents are 
wholesale grocers and stockholders of the respondent Red 
and White Corporation and represent a large number of 
such wholesalers who are Red and White stockholders. 

“It is alleged that Modern Marketing Service, Inc., while 
acting as agent for the buyer respondents and other buyers, 
receives from the seller respondents and other sellers so-called 
brokerage fees or commissions which are equivalent to per 
centages of the quoted sales prices agreed upon by the sellers 
and Modern Marketing Service and that the latter accepts 
such payments without rendering the sellers any services and 
that these payments amount to approximately 98 per cent of 
the Marketing Service's gross income. 

“The fees and commissions are alleged to be transmitted 
to the respondent 4 group in the form of services per- 
formed directly by Modern Marketing Service, Inc., and 
indirectly by Red and White Corporation for and on behalf 
of such buyers. 

“The complaint alleges that Red and White Corporation 
was organized in 1927; that it provided purchasing and other 
services for the buyer respondents; that it received from its 
various wholesale grocer stockholders, including the buyer 
respondents, orders to commodities and transmit 
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such orders to the seller respondents, and that it received 
so-called brokerage fees from the sellers and used a part of 
the proceeds thereof to provide purchasing and other services 
for the buyer respondents until about October 1, 1936, when 
certain of its officers, resigning their positions, organized 
Modern Marketing Service, Inc., to act as A war ye 

for the buyer respondent, stockholders of Red and d White 
Corporation, 


“It is alleged that under a contract entered into between 
Red and White Corporation and Modern Marketing Service, 
the latter also took over from Red and White Corporation 
other services including distribution of information on market 
trends and prices, supplying the buyer respondents with 
window display banners, placards, a matrix service for news- 
paper advertisements, weekly handbills and a monthly maga- 
zine. 

“Modern Marketing Service, Inc., allegedly leased the 
brands, trade-marks and labels owned or controlled by Red 
and White Corporation for which it paid the latter $30,000. 
Red and White allegedly used the $30,000 to defray the 
expense of retaining and continuing one service, namely, its 
‘store front’ service involving the use by various retailers 
in 35 States of the name ‘Red and White’ on their stores 
and the use of accompanying uniform display — =e. 
gested store arrangements and commatind sales plans and 
other services. 


“The complaint alleged that under the contract Red and 
White was not to license the trade-marks, names or brands 
to others than Modern Marketing Service but it was not pre- 
cluded from continuing to sell its capital stock or acquiring 
new stockholders and any of its stockholders were to be 


permitted to use the Red and White brands, names and 
trade-marks.” 


Complaint Issued on Demonstrator Service 


Charles of the Ritz, Inc., and Charles of the Ritz Dis- 
tributors Corp., New York, dealers in cosmetics and toilet 
goods, have been served by the Federal Trade Commission 
with an amended and supplemental complaint alleging viola- 
tion of the Robinson-Patman and Federal Trade Commission 
Acts. The announcement of the Commission states: 


“In alleged violation of Section 2(e) of the Robinson- 
Patman Act, the respondent corporations are said to favor 
certain purchasers by furnishing them with the services of 
sales persons to demonstrate oat sell the respondents’ com- 
modities, without similarly according the services of paid 
demonstrators to other competing purchasers on propor- 
tionally equal terms. 

“Alleging violation of the Federal Trade Commission Act, 
the amended complaint points out that personnel furnished 
to merchants by the respondents are able to stress the merits 
of the respondents’ products as against competing prepara- 
tions and that they de pend solely for continuance in employ- 
ment upon adequate sales of the respondents’ cosmetics. It 
is alleged that buyers relying on the expert advice of the 
demonstrators are unaware that they are employed not b 
the merchants in whose stores they appear but by the respond- 
ent cosmetic companies. This practice is alleged to constitute 
unfair competition | and unfair and deceptive acts and prac- 
tices in commerce.” 


Michigan Canners Association Convention 
The Michigan Canners Association will hold its annual 
spring convention at Traverse City, June 46. Frank Ray- 
mond, of the Fremont Canning Co., is arranging the program. 


SUITABLE COAL-TAR COLORS 


Secretary of Agriculture Promulgates Regulations 
Providing for Certification 


Regulations listing more than a hundred coal-tar colors 
and providing for certification of batches of these colors as 
harmless and suitable for use in foods, drugs, and cosmetics 
under the new law, have been promulgated by the Secretary 
of Agriculture and became effective May 9, upon publication 
in the Federal Register. The first certificates were issued 
May 11 to several chemical companies. 


Among the colors are the food colors which have been 
voluntarily certified for some 30 years. Certification of coal- 
tar colors for use in drugs and cosmetics is required by the 
new Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act. After this law becomes 
fully effective, no coal-tar colors, except those from batches 
that have been certified, can legally be used in coloring foods, 
drugs, and cosmetics. The requirements involve not only the 
coal-tar colors themselves but mixtures of colors with harm- 
less diluents. The Food and Drug Administration will ad- 
minister the color certification system. That bureau has in- 
creased the number of chemists employed in its color labora- 
tory and will begin the certification of colors as soon as 
samples are submitted by manufacturers. 

The Secretary, on January 6, 1939, announced that manu- 
facturers who wished to submit additional colors to be added 
to the list could do so without paying the $500 deposit 
required by the regulations if they submitted full and com- 
plete information concerning the additional colors by Feb- 
ruary 6, 1939. Samples of a number of such colors together 
with complete information were submitted, and it is antici- 
pated that further public hearings will shortly be announced 
so that the addition of some 30 more coal-tar colors to the 
list may be considered. 

The May 9, 1939, issue of the Federal Register can be 
obtained from the Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D. C. The price of a single 
copy is 10 cents. 


Findings of Egg Hearing Publirhed 


The report of the presiding officer of the public hearing 
held January 23 in Washington to receive evidence upon the 
basis of which a regulation might be promulgated fixing and 
establishing a reasonable definition and standard of identity 
for eggs in various forms, was published May 10 in the 
Federal Register. 


The egg products for which the presiding officer has re- 
ported to the Secretary of Agriculture his suggested findings 
of fact, conclusion, and order, are: eggs, liquid whole eggs, 
liquid mixed eggs, frozen whole eggs, dried whole eggs, egg 
yolk, frozen egg yolk, and dried egg yolk. 


Digest of Laws on Fruit-Vegetable Containers 


“Containers for Fruits and Vegetables,” issued by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics as Farmers Bulletin 1821, 
contains a digest of Federal laws dealing with fruit and 
vegetable packages and reviews the containers used in im- 
portant shipping regions for the major fruits and vegetables. 
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Regulation on Employment of Minors 


Regulation No. 3, relative to the employment of minors 
between 14 and 16 years of age, was issued May 11 by the 
Children’s Bureau, under the authority of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. The regulation is to become effective May 
24, 1939. It provides that the employment of minors between 
14 and 16 years of age, in the occupations, for the periods, 
and under the conditions specified in the regulation, does 
not constitute “oppressive child labor.” 


A brief summary of the regulation appeared in the In- 
FORMATION Letter of February 4, 1939, p. 5724. 


Marketing Agreement for Fresh Pears 


Notice of hearings to be held relative to a proposed market- 
ing agreement and order regulating the handling of fresh 
pears grown in the States of Washington, Oregon, and Cali- 


fornia, was announced May 11 by the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture. The hearings scheduled are: May 26, Sacramento; 
May 29, Medford, Ore.; May 31, Hood River, Ore.; June 1, 
Yakima, Wash. 


Compulsory Inspection of Fish Products Proposed 


A bill (S. 2380) to provide for mandatory or compulsory 
inspection, and permissive or voluntary grading, of fish, 
fishery products and byproducts, shellfish, crustacea, sea- 
weeds, and all other aquatic forms of animal and vegetable 
life, was introduced in the Senate on May 9 by Senator 
Pepper of Florida. The bill provides that all fishery products 
would be inspected before being allowed to “enter into any 
packing, processing, salting, drying, smoking, freezing, can- 
ning, rendering, or similar establishment, in which they are 
to be utilized.” The Bureau of Fisheries would have charge 
of the inspection, 


SUMMARY OF PACIFIC SALMON PACK DURING 1938 
Total production of Pacific canned salmon during 1938 amounted to 11,299,597 cases of 48 one-pound cans, according 


to figures compiled by the Bureau of Fisheries. 
Columbia, Japanese Siberia, and Japan. 


This total includes production of Alaska, Pacific Coast States, British 
Figures are not available for the Soviet pack. 


However, the Soviet pack in 1937 was as follows: Chinook or King, 2,971 cases; Blueback, Red, or Sockeye, 129,660 


cases; Silver or Coho, 53,538 cases; Humpback or Pink, 216,427 cases; 


and Chum or Keta, 140,590 cases. 


Figures on the British Columbia pack were furnished by the Department of Fisheries, Vancouver, B. C., and figures 
on the Japanese production were taken from the Pacific Fisherman Yearbook of 1939, 
The following table shows the 1938 salmon pack by variety and region, in cases on the basis of 48 one-pound cans to 


Blueback, 
Red, or 
Sockeye 

Cases 

192,591 

481,815 
1,846,827 


2,521,233 


British Columbia: 
District No. 1: 
Fraser River and Howe Sound 


Rivers a Smiths Inlets 
Central Area and Queen Charlotte Islands 
District No, 3 


29 , 862 
29,843 
146,676 
12,447 
140,592 


41,456 


15,531 


400 , 876 


2,290 


1,175 


113, 515 


713,265 4,746,725 1,387,213 11,299, 597 
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Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as reported by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics, Department of Agriculture 


Season total to— 


Week ending— 
May 6, May 6, April 29, May6, May 6, 
VEGETaBLes 1938 1939 1939 1938 1939 
Beans, snap and lima..... 410 202 205 6,503 5,122 
Tomatoes. 1,372 017 1,008 15,043 11,461 
306 27 2,426 2,421 
Bocesccccccessoue 9 86 160 6,444 6,063 
competing di 
5,223 5,526 7,064 112,492 100,604 
Imports peting— 
5 6 17 463 210 
Indirectly. .......+. 3 7 10 2,359 2,239 
Favuits 
Citrus, domestic........ 4,126 4,019 1,629 


Retail Sales for First Quarter of 1939 


Total retail sales for the first quarter of 1939 were 5 per 
cent greater than in the corresponding period of 1938, ac- 
cording to estimates based on sales data reported to the 
Department of Commerce. The greatest activity was centered 
in the automobile, building, and allied trades. Total sales 
for consumers’ durable goods were estimated at about 17 
per cent above the first quarter of 1938, 


Consumer purchasing through chain and independent 
grocery stores indicated that the dollar volume of food sales 
during the first quarter of 1939 remained at about the level 
of the first three months of 1938. Chains made a relatively 
better showing than independent stores, according to the 
reports, with an increase of approximately 3 per cent in dollar 
volume during this period, whereas independents recorded 
a decline. The total quantity of food sold exceeded the 
dollar volume of food sales, with food prices averaging lower 
than a year ago. 


Department Store Sales in April 


Department store sales showed the usual seasonal rise from 
March to April, according to a report of the Federal Reserve 
System. Total sales in April were 1 per cent less than in 
April, 1938, 


However, when allowance is made for the fact that the 
month had one less business day in 1939 than in 1938, and for 
the additional fact that Easter was earlier in the month this 
year than last, the volume of sales on a comparable basis was 
6 per cent above the amount for the corresponding month 
a year ago. 


Commercial Catches of Shrimp in Maine 


Commercial catches of Northern shrimp are again being 
taken in the Gulf of Maine this spring, following a reasonably 
successful catch last year, according to the Bureau of 
Fisheries. During February, March, and April, of 1938, large 
boats caught 73,500 pounds of shrimp. 


New York Dietetic Association Meeting 


The New York State Dietetic Association held its annual 
meeting at Saratoga Springs on May 4 and 5. Miss Atwater 
of the Association's Home Economic Division spoke at the 
afternoon meeting on May 4 on “What is Back of a Can of 
Food.” She illustrated the talk with lantern slides and dis- 
cussed some of the points taken up at the hearings on stand- 
ards of identity for canned foods that have recently been 
held in Washington. 

Dr. Hazel Munsell, Senior Nutrition Chemist, in the U. S. 
Bureau of Home Economics, gave a talk on “Planning the 
Day's Diet for Vitamin Content.” Dr. Munsell spoke of the 
vitamin requirement and cited canned foods as good sources 
of them. The meeting was representative of dietitians from 
all parts of the State and several of the officers of the 
American Dietetic Association attended. 


LIMA BEANS FOR MANUFACTURE 


Reports of Acreage Intentions Compiled by 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics 


“The 1939 acreage-intention reports received by the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics from canners and freezers of green 
lima beans in the United States indicate a decrease of about 
6 per cent from the record high acreage planted in 1938,” 
the Bureau reported May 10. “If these tentative plans for 
contracting or planting lima beans are carried out in line 
with the late April intentions, the 1939 plantings will total 
51,810 acres compared with 55,010 acres planted in 1938 
and the 8-year (1930-37) average planting of 29,310 acres. 

“The annual abandonment of planted acreage as a result 
of unfavorable weather and growing conditions has averaged 
around 5 per cent during the past 9 years, 1930 to 1938. 
If this loss of planted acreage is assumed for 1939, a plant- 
ing of 51,810 acres will result in about 49,200 acres for 
harvest. The 1938 harvested acreage (revised) was 52,970 
acres and for the preceding 8-year (1930-37) period it 
averaged 27,780 acres.” 


The following table shows by States, the planted acreages 
during the past four years, indicated acreage for 1939, and 
the per cent this 1939 intended acreage is of the 1938 
planted acreage: 

Intended in 1939 


Percent Acres 
1935 1936 1937 1938 of 1938 indicated 
Acres Acres Acres Acres Percent Acres 


New 4,100 6,500 11,000 13,100 
Delaware............ 8.000 8,500 10.760 11.000 
Marylend............ 3,200 3,320 3,200 3,700; 93-8 33,000 
5,300 5,500 6,600 7.400 
Michigan............ 3,000 3,820 3,650 4,250 
900 1,160 1 75.2 4,700 
Other States.......... 4,720 5,640 9,560 13,560 104.1 14,110 


Total....sescseee 29,220 34,440 46,670 55,010 04.2 51,810 


May 1 Condition of Green Peas for Manufacture 


Canners’ reports received by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics from practically all important pea-producing 
areas, indicated that April was a cool, wet month over a large 
portion of the Eastern half of the United States, and generally 
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warm and dry in the Rocky Mountain States and Pacific 
Coast. 


The cold, rainy weather of late April delayed farm opera- 
tions in practically all important canning-pea areas from 
Maine through to Minnesota and north of the Ohio River. 
The additional moisture has provided a good sub-soil reserve 
but it has hindered preparations for planting the new crop 
in most of the important areas except the Far Western States 
and the early area of Virginia, including Tidewater and the 
Eastern Shore. 


War Department Seeks Bids on Canned Foods 


The Quartermaster Supply Officer, Ist Avenue and 58th 
Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., is asking for bids (opening date 
May 26) on a number of canned food products for delivery 
f.o.b. Building A, New York General Depot, not later than 
June 25, 1939. Copies of schedules on which to submit 
bids may be obtained from the Quartermaster Supply Officer 
at the above address. The articles on which bids are sought 
are as follows: 


Apples 

Apple butter 
Applesauce 
Apricots 
Asparagus 
Beans, kidney 
Beans, lima Hominy 
Beans, string Okra 
Beets Peaches 


Blackberries 
Brussel sprouts 
Carrots 
Cherries 

Corn 

Figs 


Pears 
ineapple 
Plums 
Prunes 
Pumpkin 
Sauerkraut 
Spinach 
Tomatoes 


Stocks and Shipments of Canned Corn 


Stocks of canned corn on May 1, 1939, totaled 11,123,388 
actual cases, compared with 7,855,923 cases on May 1, 1938, 
and 12,676,255 cases on April 1, 1939, according to figures 
compiled by the Association's Division of Statistics, Of the 
stocks in canners’ hands on May 1, 1939, 2,462,151 cases were 
sold but not shipped, and 8,661,237 cases were unsold. 


Shipments during April, 1939, amounted to 1,552,867 cases, 
compared with 1,299,637 cases during April, 1938. Shipments 
during the nine-month period, August 1, 1938 to May 1, 1939, 
amounted to 14,532,862 cases, compared with 17,244,868 
cases shipped during the corresponding period of a year 
earlier. 


Total stocks of corn on the cob were 116,245 cases, of 
which 38,478 cases were unsold. April shipments amounted 
to 37,711 cases. 


Cultivated Varieties of Blueberries Described 


Cultivated varieties of blueberries are described in a recent 
publication issued by the Massachusetts Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station entitled “Blueberry Culture in Massachusetts.” 
The bulletin also contains information on soil requirements 
of the highbush blueberry, preparation of the land, propaga- 
tion of plants, planting, soil management, fertilization, prun- 
ing, insects and diseases, and harvesting and marketing. 


Suggestions are included for better management of wild 
blueberry lands. Copies of the publication, Bulletin 358, 
may be obtained upon request directed to the Massachusetts 
Station located at Amherst, Mass. 


Ohio Sweet Corn Hybrids Tests 


The hybrids produced in the sweet corn breeding project 
at the Ohio Agricultural Experiment Station at Wooster were 
tested during the season of 1938 and the results have been 
made available in mimeographed form. Information is given 
in this report on degree of pericarp tenderness, flavor, days 
to canning stage, and pounds per acre of mature shelled 
corn. No seed of these Ohio hybrids is available to growers 
for 1939 planting. 


Symptoms of Bean Bacterial Wilt Described 


Symptoms of bean bacterial wilt, which is disseminated 
through infected seed, are described in a recent publication 
issued by the Department of Agriculture entitled “Bean Bac- 
terial Wilt,” Leaflet No. 174. The effect on seedlings and 
mature plants, geographical distribution, and history are 
described. Periodic examination of seed fields, together with 
hand picking of the seed are recommended as control meas- 
ures. Copies of the publication may be obtained upon 
application to the Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 
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